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Transportation/Utilities/Service Systems 

The following items are needed based on the Chino General Plan and existing traffic patterns: 

1. Dedicate right-of-way and construct improvements along Central Avenue, consistent with 
the City's General Plan, as well as intersection turning movements. Please note that the 
curb may not be in the ultimate location and may need to be relocated. 

2. Improve the intersection of Central and Eucalyptus Avenues and appropriate accessibility 
improvements in accordance with the City's General Plan and Policy on Accessible 
Pedestrian Facilities. 

The Transportation Section (4.17) in the MND dated October 2020 contains a Vehicle Miles 
Traveled (VMT) review of the requirements of SB 743 however, it inaccurately states that Chino 
has yet to adopt VMT Thresholds of Significance. This needs to be corrected and adequately 
discussed in the initial study, as the City has adopted VMT Thresholds of Significance. The 
included Trip Generation, intersection Level of Service (LOS) analysis, and VMT analysis state 
that the project is expected to produce less than significant impacts and no further analysis is 
required but the baseline for this determination is flawed. 

CalFire has previously approached the City for a modification to the traffic signal at Central and 
Eucalyptus Avenues. The modification requested is the addition of a protected southbound (SB) 
left turn (LT) phase into the project site. The existing SB LT lane has a permissive movement 
currently . The modification to the signal will allow for improved access for vehicles entering the 
facility and should be strongly encouraged to become part of the improvements related to this 
project. The included LOS analysis did not analyze if this condition would result in LOS impacts. 

New street lights are required along the project frontage , in accordance with the City's General 
Plan. Additionally , utility lines along the project frontage are required to be undergrounded per 
Municipal Code Chapter 13.32. 

Further, the modification of the facility would require accessibility improvements in compliance 
with federal , state and local accessibility requirements. In terms of accessibility, pedestrian 
facilities along the project frontage are grossly inadequate. On the east side of Central Avenue, 
multiple obstructions are present, such as guy-wires, utility infrastructure, poles, etc., and there 
are several non-compliant driveway crossings, curb ramps, pedestrian walkways, and ped-push 
button issues. Despite this , the initial study states only that "The Project proposes to install 
accessible curb ramps at the southern and eastern crosswalks of the Central Avenue and 
Eucalyptus Avenue intersection," and in the Transportation (XVII) Environmental Checklist and 
Discussion on page 4-83, the IS/MND does not mention or address these accessibility concerns 
or the City's adopted Policy on Accessible Pedestrian Facilities. On and off-site accessibility is 
required to comply with both Federal ADA regulations and the City's adopted Policy on Accessible 
Pedestrian Facilities (attached to this letter). As proposed , this project will not comply with current 
ADA law or the City's Policy. Both the IS/MND and the plans need to be revised to address these 
issues. 

As the review/permitting of this facility would be by the state architect or another entity , the City 
will need to be involved in the plan check process and ensure that the appropriate fees are paid 
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to the Inland Empire Utilities Agency for both water and sewer services. The initial study should 
be revised to discuss these permitting and fee requirements , and in addition, the City's review of 
infrastructure plans. 

Storm Water Management/ Hydrology 

Regarding stormwater management, the initial study states "site drainage would be designed for 
the 85th percentile storm event and therefor would not exceed the capacity of the existing or 
planned drainage systems. The project will not have a significant impact to flood flows." This 
statement is not correct, and is not consistent with standard engineering and hydrology practices. 
The "85th percentile" storm event is not a measure of the peak runoff from a major storm event. 
It is a measure of the total runoff over many years and generally coincides with storm events with 
a return frequency of two-years or less. As stated in the San Bernardino County Hydrology 
Manual, "It is the goal of the Agency to provide 100-year return frequency flood protection for all 
habitable structures and other non-flood proof structures. Consequently, all drainage plans must 
demonstrate this 100-year flood protection criteria. " Additionally, the hydrology manual has criteria 
for utilizing streets to convey stormwater. The City uses the County hydrology manual as the basic 
criteria for flood risk determination. 

It appears that a drainage study was not included in the environmental studies for this project. As 
a result, the impacts to the downstream storm drain have not been determined. The recently 
proposed CIM Mental Health Crisis Facility, which is in the same watershed as this project, also 
failed to provide a hydrology study in the environmental documentation. The accumulative effect 
of development within the State property could produce run-off in major storms that may exceed 
the capacity of the City's storm drain system. The watershed discharges flow into the Chino Creek. 
Many industrial buildings and city streets are in the watershed downstream of the State property. 

A hydrology study for the project should be provided for the City's review. The study should 
analyze the impacts of this project on downstream structures and roads in accordance with the 
County hydrology manual. The City can provide assistance, records from previous studies, as
built plans and advice to the project consultant. 

The initial study also states "Project implementation will result in more impervious surfaces on the 
site; therefore, a stormwater treatment system would be provided in compliance with local 
stormwater quality regulations. A Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) should be provided 
to the City for review, and the initial study needs to be amended to address these various 
concerns. 

Wastewater 

Regarding the proposed "Vehicle Wash Rack" (Numbers 8 and 9 on Figure 2-4) , a clarifier/oil
water separator needs to be constructed to keep oil and solids out of the sanitary sewer system. 
Additionally, rainwater is prohibited from being discharged into the sanitary sewer. Sanitary sewer 
drains at the vehicle wash rack shall be protected from stormwater. The initial study needs to be 
amended to discuss these impacts and ensure proper mitigation. 

CITY-2 
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Certification of MND; Request for Notice of Determination 

The City requests the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection identify the board , 
body or individual who will approve/adopt the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and that 
such identification include information on the means by which that board, body or individual was 
given the authority to adopt the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

The City requests that the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection provide the City 
with a copy of the Notice of Determination to be posted with respect to this project when that 
document has been prepared. 

Warren Morelion, AICP 
City Planner 

Enclosure 

CITY-5 
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3.3.1 Letter 2 Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment CITY-1: 

Thank you for your comment. As this is an existing facility that will require similar structures and 

improvements to the current condition, the overall aesthetics and views of the properity are not 

anticipated to be significantly changed. The proposed is a State project and therefore, not subject to City 

regulations requiring a block wall or decorative landscaping along the frontage to Central Avenue. 

Additionally, funding constraints would make this type of improvement not feasible to the proposed 

project. The proposed project will comply with Chino Munipal Code for Outdoor lighting when designing 

and placing lighting on the exterior of the buildings.  

Response to Comment CITY-2: 

Comment noted. The IS/MND has no CEQA nexus for the suggested design elements requested, including 

dedicating right of way and construction of improvements along Central Avenue and improvement of the 

intersection of Central and Eucalyptus Avenues.  The Transportation Assessment Memorandum has been 

updated to reflect City of Chino passing Resolution 2020-041 which identified VMT as the metric for 

defining impacts on the transportation system and is attached to this final.  However, it should be noted 

that the conclusions in the document are still valid and do not need to be modified. Please note a 

southbound protected left-turn at Central Avenue and Euclyptus Avenue is not proposed as part of the 

project. The project trip generation estimates identified that the project would add 10 trips in the AM and 

PM peak hours. The City of Chino TIA Guidelines identify the selection of study intersections as locations 

where 50 or more Passenger Care Equivalent (PCE) trips are expected to be distributed. The peak hour trip 

generation net increase of the project does not meet the study intersection selection threshold.  

 

Additionally, the City of Chino TIA Guidelines identify intersections where the LOS falls below the 

acceptable threshold as requiring improvement. The City of Chino General Plan identifies intersections 

operating at LOS E or F as operating unacceptably.  Existing intersection LOS analysis identified the 

intersection as operating at LOS A in and B in AM and PM peak hours, respectively. The addition of the 

project traffic is not expected to result in significant changes to the intersection operations. Therefore, the 

need for intersection LOS analysis is not met.  There is no CEQA nexus for improvements at the Central 

and Eucalyptus Avenue traffic signal as requested.    

 

Response to Comment CITY-3: 

Comment noted. A drainage study has not yet been completed for the project; however, the project will 

comply with local standards. Additionally, a Water Quality Mangaement Plan will be completed for the 

project. Both the Water Qulatily Management Plan as well as the drainage study will be submitted to 

the City for review and comment prior to project approval.   
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Response to Comment CITY-4: 

Thank you for your comment. The project has included a clairifier/oil-water separator in the detailed 

design drawings.  Additionally, no rainwater will be discharged into the sanitary sewer. As mentioned 

above, the City will have an opportunity to review the drainage study and proposed storm drainage 

improvements once completed.     

Response to Comment CITY-5: 

The City will be provided a full copy of this IS/MND for review and to provide feeback no less then two 

week prior to approval of the project. 
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SECTION 4.0 REVISIONS TO THE DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

As a result of minor Project changes and comments received on the Draft IS/MND, revisions have been 

made to the Draft IS/MND text. These revisions include minor changes to mitigation measures, and do 

not constitute substantial revisions that would require recirculation of the document. According to Section 

15073.5 of the CEQA Guidelines, “a substantial revision shall mean: 

(1) A new, avoidable significant effect is identified and mitigation measures or project 

revisions must be added in order to reduce the effect to insignificance, or 

(2) The lead agency determines that the proposed mitigation measures or project revisions 

will not reduce potential effects to less than significance and new measures or revisions 

must be required.” 

The revisions are provided below. Changes in text are identified by strikeout where text is removed and by 

underline where text is added. 

Section 4.4 Biological Resources 

The following text was added/revised based on comments received within the CDFW letter: 

Page 1 Last Paragraph and Page 4-29 Last Paragraph 

BIO-1: Pre-Construction Sensitive Plant Surveys. The following shall be conducted prior to initiation of 

Project construction: 

 Perform focused plant surveys according to USFWS, CDFW’s 2018 Protocols for Surveying and 

Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and Sensitive Natural 

Communities, and CNPS protocols. Surveys should be timed according to the blooming 

period for target species and known reference populations, if available, and/or local herbaria 

should be visited prior to surveys to confirm the appropriate phenological state of the target 

species. If no special-status plants are found on the Project Site, no further measures 

pertaining to special-status plants are necessary. 

 If special-status plant species are found during surveys within the Project site and avoidance 

of the species is not possible seed collection, transplantation, and/or other conservation 

approaches may be developed in consultation with appropriate resource agencies to reduce 

impacts to special-status plant populations. If no  special-status plants are found on the 

Project Site, no further measures pertaining to special-status plants are necessary 100% of the 

area with the species cannot be avoided, then mitigation, in the form of mitigation credits or 

land acquisition and conservation, will be required. Agency-approved habitat mitigation 

credits or occupied replacement lands shall be purchased at a minimum 2:1 ratio (acres 

mitigated to acres impacted) depending on species impacted. 
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Page 1 Last Paragraph, Page 2 First Paragraph, and Page 4-30 First Paragraph 

BIO-2: Pre-Construction Bird Nesting Surveys. The following shall be conducted prior to initiation of 

Project construction: 

 Any grubbing, brushing or tree removal shall be conducted outside of the nesting season 

(generally, raptor nesting season is January 1 through September 15; and passerine bird 

nesting season is February 1 through September 1). If nesting season cannot be avoided, the 

applicant shall conduct a pre-construction nesting raptor and bird survey of all suitable 

habitat on and adjacent to the Project Site as described below within 143 days of 

commencement of construction during the nesting season (February 1 – September 15). 

Surveys should be conducted within 300 feet of the Project Site for nesting raptors, including 

sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus), and 100 feet of the Project Site for passerine nesting 

birds. 

 A no-disturbance buffer around the nest shall be established if active nests are found. The 

buffer distance shall be established by a qualified biologist and is recommended to be 300 

feet for raptors and 50100 feet for non-raptor songbirds. If an active sharp-shinned hawk, 

yellow-breasted chat (Icteria virens), or yellow warbler (Setophaga petechia) nest is found, the 

no-disturbance buffer shall be determined through consultation with CDFW by the qualified 

biologist and set to a distance that will prevent project-related disturbances. The buffer shall 

be maintained, and no activity shall occur within the buffer, until the fledglings are capable of 

flight and become independent of the nest tree, to be determined as confirmed by a qualified 

biologist. No further measures are necessary once the young are independent of the nest. 

Pre-construction nesting surveys are not required for construction activity outside the nesting 

season. 

Page 2 Second Paragraph, and Page 4-30 Second Paragraph 

BIO-3: Pre-Construction Burrowing Owl Surveys. The following shall be conducted prior to initiation 

of Project construction: 

 Prior to grading or any other ground‐disturbing activity, a qualified biologist shall conduct a 

habitat assessment for burrowing owls to determine if suitable burrowing owl habitat is 

present in and adjacent to the Project site. Surveys shall be conducted consistent with the 

procedures outlined in the “California Department of Fish and Wildlife 2012 Staff Report on 

Burrowing Owl Mitigation.” 

 If there is suitable habitat for burrowing owl, then focused breeding season surveys as 

described in the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012) shall be conducted 

by a qualified biologist. If presence of burrowing owl is determined, the applicant shall 

contact California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and conduct an impact assessment 

in accordance with Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation prior to commencing project 

activities to determine appropriate mitigation, including the acquisition and conservation of 

occupied replacement habitat at no less than a 2:1 ratio. 
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 Pre-construction surveys for burrowing owl shall be conducted prior to the start of 

construction. The surveys shall follow the methods described in the CDFW’s Staff Report on 

Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012). Two surveys shall be conducted, with the first survey 

being conducted between 30 and 14 days before initial ground disturbance (e.g., grading, 

grubbing, construction), and the second survey being conducted no more than 24 hours prior 

to initial ground disturbance. If no burrowing owl(s) are observed on site during the pre‐

construction survey, a letter shall be prepared by the qualified biologist documenting the 

results of the survey. The letter shall be submitted to CDFW prior to construction. If burrowing 

owl(s) or signs thereof are observed on site during the pre‐construction clearance survey, area 

occupied by burrowing owls shall be avoided. No ground-disturbing activities shall be 

permitted within 500 meters of an occupied burrow during the nesting season. A smaller 

buffer may be established if the qualified biologist determines a reduced buffer would not 

adversely affect the burrowing owl(s). If burrowing owls and/or suitable burrowing owl 

burrows with sign (e.g., whitewash, pellets, feathers, prey remains) are identified on the 

Project site during the survey and impacts to those features are unavoidable, consultation 

with the CDFW shall be conducted and the methods described in require a qualified biologist 

to prepare and submit a passive relocation program in accordance with Appendix E (i.e., 

Example Components for Burrowing Owl Artificial Burrow and Exclusion Plans) of the CDFW’s 

Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012) for avoidance and/or passive 

relocation shall be followed. 

 Prior to passive relocation, suitable replacement burrows site(s) shall be provided within 

adjacent open space lands at a ratio of 2:1 and permanent conservation and management of 

burrowing owl habitat such that the habitat acreage, number of burrows and burrowing owl 

impacts are replaced consistent with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation including 

its Appendix A within designated adjacent conserved lands identified through coordination 

with CDFW and the Department. A qualified biologist shall confirm the natural or artificial 

burrows on the conservation lands are suitable for use by the owls. Monitoring and 

management of the replacement burrow site(s) shall be conducted and a reporting plan shall 

be prepared. The objective shall be to manage the replacement burrow sites for the benefit of 

burrowing owls (e.g., minimizing weed cover), with the specific goal of maintaining the 

functionality of the burrows for a minimum of 2 years. When a qualified biologist determines 

that burrowing owls are no longer occupying the Project site and passive relocation is 

complete, construction activities may continue. A final letter report shall be prepared by the 

qualified biologist documenting the results of the passive relocation. The letter shall be 

submitted to CDFW. 

4.1 Consultation with California Native American Tribe(s) 

The following language has been updated since the draft to include a summary of tribal coorspondance 

that have taken place since the draft was circulated as well as conclusions of consultation.  
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The following California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the Project 

area have been notified of the project: Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians, Rincon Band of Luiseno 

Indians, San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, and the Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians. 

On April 22, 2020, the Governor signed Executive Order (EO) N-54-20. Section 9 of the Executive Order 

States: 

The time frames set forth in Public Resources Code sections 21080.3.1 and 21082.3, within which a 

California Native American tribe must request consultation and the lead agency must begin the 

consultation process relating to an Environmental Impact Report, Negative Declaration, or Mitigated 

Negative Declaration under the California Environmental Quality. 

Based on the EO, the time period for the Tribes to request consultation for this project was extended to 

July 22, 2020, 30 days after the expiration of the EO occurred (June 22, 2020). 

As a result of the initial notification letters, the Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians responded via a letter 

dated May 15, 2020, stating that the Project is not within the Band’s specific Area of Historic Interest, 

they have no additional information to provide, and recommend that CAL FIRE contact a Tribe closer to 

the project. 

Public comment opened on October 2, 2020. On October 6, 2020, the Gabrieleno Band of Mission 

Indians - Kizh Nation emailed the Department of General Services (DGS) to request a consultation 

regarding the proposed mitigation measures. DGS contacted the California Department of Forestry and 

Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) to conduct the consultation. 

On December 30, 2020 CAL FIRE conducted the consultation with the Gabrieleno Band of Mission 

Indians - Kizh Nation. Their concerns were the mitigation measures proposed were not adequate and 

they would provide mitigation language to address their concerns. 

On March 4, 2021 the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation emailed a letter with proposed 

mitigation language. Based on the tribes request, mitigation language for the “Removal of Native 

Vegetation” was incorporated into the project. 

On March 5, 2021 CAL FIRE sent a response letter to the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh 

Nation and consultation was closed under PRC Sections 21080.3.2(b)(1) and 21082.3(d)(1).  
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SECTION 5.0 MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PLAN 

5.1 Introduction 

In accordance with CEQA, an MND that identifies adverse impacts related to the construction activity for 

the CAL FIRE Prado Helitack Base Replacement was prepared. The MND identifies mitigation measures 

that would reduce or eliminate these impacts. 

Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code and Sections 15091(d) and 15097 of the State CEQA 

Guidelines require public agencies to adopt a reporting and monitoring program for changes to the 

project which it has adopted or made a condition of project approval in order to mitigate or avoid 

significant effects on the environment. A MMRP is required for the Proposed Project, because the IS/MND 

identified potentially significant adverse impacts related to construction and operation of the Proposed 

Project, and mitigation measures have been identified to mitigate these impacts. Adoption of the MMRP 

will occur along with approval of the Proposed Project. 

5.2 Purpose of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan 

This MMRP has been prepared to ensure that all required mitigation measures are implemented and 

completed according to schedule and maintained in a satisfactory manner during the construction and 

operation of the Proposed Project, as required. The MMRP may be modified by CAL FIRE or DGS/RESD 

during Project implementation, as necessary, in response to changing conditions or other Project 

refinements. Table 5-1 has been prepared to assist the responsible parties in implementing the MMRP. 

This table identifies the category of significant environmental impact(s), individual mitigation measures, 

monitoring and mitigation timing, responsible person/agency for implementing the measure, monitoring 

and reporting procedure, and notation space to confirm implementation of the mitigation measures. The 

numbering of the mitigation measures follows the numbering sequence in the IS/MND. 

5.3 Roles and Responsibilities  

The California Department of General Services (DGS) is responsible for oversight of compliance of the 

mitigation measures in the MMRP. 

5.4 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan  

The column categories identified in Table 5-1 are described below. 

 Mitigation Measure – This column lists the mitigation measures by number. 

 Monitoring Activity/Timing/Frequency/Schedule – This column lists the activity to be 

monitored for each mitigation measure, the timing of each activity, and the frequency/schedule of 

monitoring for each activity. 
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 Implementation Responsibility/Verification – This column identifies the entity responsible for 

complying with the requirements of the mitigation measure, and provides space for verification 

initials and date. 

 Responsibility for Oversight of Compliance/Verification – This column provides the agency 

responsible for oversight of the mitigation implementation, and is to be dated and initialed by the 

agency representative based on the documentation provided by the construction contractor or 

through personal verification by agency staff.  

 Outside Agency Coordination – this column lists any agencies with which DGS may coordinate 

for implementation of the mitigation measure. 

 Comments – this column provides space for written comments, if necessary. 
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Table 5-1 

CAL FIRE Prado Helitack Base Replacement 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

BIO-1: Pre-Construction Sensitive Plant Surveys. 

The following shall be conducted prior to 

initiation of Project construction: 

 Perform focused plant surveys according to 

USFWS, CDFW’s 2018 Protocols for 

Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to 

Special Status Native Plant Populations and 

Sensitive Natural Communities, and CNPS 

protocols. Surveys should be timed 

according to the blooming period for 

target species and known reference 

populations, if available, and/or local 

herbaria should be visited prior to surveys 

to confirm the appropriate phenological 

state of the target species. If no special-

status plants are found on the Project Site, 

no further measures pertaining to special-

status plants are necessary. 

 If special-status plant species are found 

during surveys within the Project site and 

100% of the area with the species cannot 

Action: 

Sensitive Plant Surveys and 

Avoidance 

Timing: 

Prior to the start of 

construction, during 

blooming period for target 

species. 

Project Biologist 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

DGS/RESD 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

USFWS, CDFW  
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

be avoided, then mitigation, in the form of 

mitigation credits or land acquisition and 

conservation, will be required. Agency-

approved habitat mitigation credits or 

occupied replacement lands shall be 

purchased at a minimum 2:1 ratio (acres 

mitigated to acres impacted) depending on 

species impacted. 

BIO-2: Pre-Construction Bird Nesting Surveys. The 

following shall be conducted prior to initiation 

of Project construction: 

 Any grubbing, brushing or tree removal 

shall be conducted outside of the nesting 

season (generally, raptor nesting season is 

January 1 through September 15; and 

passerine bird nesting season is February 1 

through September 1). If nesting season 

cannot be avoided, the applicant shall 

conduct a pre-construction nesting raptor 

and bird survey of all suitable habitat on 

and adjacent to the Project Site as 

described below within 3 days of 

commencement of construction. Surveys 

Action: 

Bird Nesting Surveys and 

Avoidance 

Timing: 

Prior to the start of 

construction, during nesting 

season 

Raptors: January 1 – 

September 15 

Passerine: February 1 – 

September 1 

Project Biologist 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

DGS/RESD 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

USFWS, CDFW   
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

should be conducted within 300 feet of the 

Project Site for nesting raptors, including 

sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus), and 

100 feet of the Project Site for passerine 

nesting birds. 

 A no-disturbance buffer around the nest 

shall be established if active nests are 

found. The buffer distance shall be 

established by a qualified biologist and is 

recommended to be 300 feet for raptors 

and 100 feet for non-raptor songbirds. If an 

active sharp-shinned hawk, yellow-breasted 

chat (Icteria virens), or yellow warbler 

(Setophaga petechia) nest is found, the no-

disturbance buffer shall be determined by 

the qualified biologist and set to a distance 

that will prevent project-related 

disturbances. The buffer shall be 

maintained, and no activity shall occur 

within the buffer until the fledglings are 

capable of flight and become independent 

of the nest tree, as confirmed by a qualified 

biologist. No further measures are 
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

necessary once the young are independent 

of the nest. 

BIO-3: Pre-Construction Burrowing Owl Surveys. 

The following shall be conducted prior to 

initiation of Project construction: 

 Prior to grading or any other ground‐

disturbing activity, a qualified biologist shall 

conduct a habitat assessment for 

burrowing owls to determine if suitable 

burrowing owl habitat is present in and 

adjacent to the Project site. Surveys shall be 

conducted consistent with the procedures 

outlined in the “California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife 2012 Staff Report on 

Burrowing Owl Mitigation.” 

 If there is suitable habitat for burrowing 

owl, then focused breeding season surveys 

as described in the Staff Report on 

Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012) 

shall be conducted by a qualified biologist. 

If presence of burrowing owl is determined, 

the applicant shall contact California 

Actions: 

Burrowing Owl Surveys and 

avoidance 

Timing: 

Survey: Two surveys shall be 

conducted, with the first 

survey being conducted 

between 30 and 14 days 

before initial ground 

disturbance (e.g., grading, 

grubbing, construction), and 

the second survey being 

conducted no more than 24 

hours prior to initial ground 

disturbance. 

Notification of CDFW: 

following the completion of 

passive relocation (if 

necessary) 

Project Biologist 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

DGS/RESD 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

USFWS, CDFW  
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

and conduct an impact assessment in 

accordance with Staff Report on Burrowing 

Owl Mitigation prior to commencing 

project activities to determine appropriate 

mitigation, including the acquisition and 

conservation of occupied replacement 

habitat at no less than a 2:1 ratio. 

 Pre-construction surveys for burrowing owl 

shall be conducted prior to the start of 

construction. The surveys shall follow the 

methods described in the CDFW’s Staff 

Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 

2012). Two surveys shall be conducted, with 

the first survey being conducted between 

30 and 14 days before initial ground 

disturbance (e.g., grading, grubbing, 

construction), and the second survey being 

conducted no more than 24 hours prior to 

initial ground disturbance. If no burrowing 

owl(s) are observed on site during the pre‐

construction survey, a letter shall be 

prepared by the qualified biologist 

documenting the results of the survey. The 
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

letter shall be submitted to CDFW prior to 

construction. If burrowing owl(s) or signs 

thereof are observed on site during the 

pre‐construction clearance survey, area 

occupied by burrowing owls shall be 

avoided. No ground-disturbing activities 

shall be permitted within 500 meters of an 

occupied burrow during the nesting 

season. A smaller buffer may be established 

if the qualified biologist determines a 

reduced buffer would not adversely affect 

the burrowing owl(s). If burrowing owls 

and/or suitable burrowing owl burrows with 

sign (e.g., whitewash, pellets, feathers, prey 

remains) are identified on the Project site 

during the survey and impacts to those 

features are unavoidable, CDFW shall 

require a qualified biologist to prepare and 

submit a passive relocation program in 

accordance with Appendix E (i.e., Example 

Components for Burrowing Owl Artificial 

Burrow and Execution Plans) of CDFW’s 

Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation 

(CDFG 2012) for CDFW review/approval 
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

prior to the commencement of disturbance 

activities onsite. 

 Prior to passive relocation, suitable 

replacement burrows site(s) shall be 

provided within adjacent open space lands 

at a ratio of 2:1 and permanent 

conservation and management of 

burrowing owl habitat such that the habitat 

acreage, number of burrows and burrowing 

owl impacts are replaced consistent with 

the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl 

Mitigation including its Appendix A within 

designated adjacent conserved lands 

identified through coordination with CDFW 

and the Department. A qualified biologist 

shall confirm the natural or artificial 

burrows on the conservation lands are 

suitable for use by the owls. Monitoring 

and management of the replacement 

burrow site(s) shall be conducted and a 

reporting plan shall be prepared. The 

objective shall be to manage the 

replacement burrow sites for the benefit of 

burrowing owls (e.g., minimizing weed 
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

cover), with the specific goal of maintaining 

the functionality of the burrows for a 

minimum of 2 years. When a qualified 

biologist determines that burrowing owls 

are no longer occupying the Project site 

and passive relocation is complete, 

construction activities may continue. A final 

letter report shall be prepared by the 

qualified biologist documenting the results 

of the passive relocation. The letter shall be 

submitted to CDFW. 

CUL-1: Implement Measures to Protect 

Unanticipated Cultural Resources 

Discoveries. If subsurface deposits believed to 

be cultural or human in origin are discovered 

during construction, all work must halt within a 

100-foot radius of the discovery. A qualified 

professional archaeologist, meeting the 

Secretary of the Interior's Professional 

Qualification Standards for prehistoric and 

historic archaeologist, shall be retained to 

evaluate the significance of the find, and shall 

have the authority to modify the no-work 

Actions: 

Implement unanticipated 

discoveries protocol 

Timing: 

Ongoing and as needed 

during construction activities 

Project 

Archaeologist, 

Construction 

Manager 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

DGS/RESD 

 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

CRHR, County 

Medical 

Examiner, 

NAHC 
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

radius as appropriate, using professional 

judgment. The following notifications shall 

apply, depending on the nature of the find: 

 If the professional archaeologist determines 

that the find does not represent a cultural 

resource, work may resume immediately 

and no agency notifications are required. 

 If the professional archaeologist determines 

that the find does represent a cultural 

resource from any time period or cultural 

affiliation, he or she shall immediately 

notify CAL FIRE. The agency shall consult on 

a finding of eligibility and implement 

appropriate treatment measures, if the find 

is determined to be an Historical Resource 

under CEQA, as defined in Section 

15064.5(a) of the CEQA Guidelines. Work 

may not resume within the no-work radius 

until the Lead Agency, through consultation 

as appropriate, determines that the site 

either: 1) is not an Historical Resource 

under CEQA, as defined in Section 

15064.5(a) of the CEQA Guidelines; or 2) 
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Implementation 
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Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
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that the treatment measures have been 

completed to its satisfaction. 

 If the find includes human remains, or 

remains that are potentially human, he or 

she shall ensure reasonable protection 

measures are taken to protect the discovery 

from disturbance (AB 2641). The 

archaeologist shall notify the San 

Bernardino County Coroner (per § 7050.5 of 

the Health and Safety Code). The provisions 

of § 7050.5 of the California Health and 

Safety Code, § 5097.98 of the California 

PRC, and AB 2641 will be implemented. If 

the Coroner determines the remains are 

Native American and not the result of a 

crime scene, the Coroner will notify the 

NAHC, which then will designate a Native 

American Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for 

the project (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). The 

designated MLD will have 48 hours from 

the time access to the property is granted 

to make recommendations concerning 

treatment of the remains. If the landowner 

does not agree with the recommendations 
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

of the MLD, the NAHC may mediate (§ 

5097.94 of the PRC). If no agreement is 

reached, the landowner must rebury the 

remains where they will not be further 

disturbed (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). This will 

also include either recording the site with 

the NAHC or the appropriate CHRIS; using 

an open space or conservation zoning 

designation or easement; or recording a 

reinternment document with the county in 

which the property is located (AB 2641). 

Work may not resume within the no-work 

radius until the Lead Agency, through 

consultation as appropriate, determines 

that the treatment measures have been 

completed to its satisfaction. 
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Implementation Actions 
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Implementation 
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for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
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Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

GEO-1: Discovery of Unknown Paleontological 

Resources. 

 If any paleontological resources (i.e., fossils) 

are found during Project construction, 

construction shall be halted immediately in 

the subject area and the area shall be 

isolated using orange or yellow fencing 

until CAL FIRE is notified and the area is 

cleared for future work. A qualified 

paleontologist shall be retained to evaluate 

the find and recommend appropriate 

treatment of the inadvertently discovered 

paleontological resources. In addition, in 

the event of an inadvertent find, sediment 

samples should be collected and processed 

to determine the small fossil potential on 

the Project Site. If CAL FIRE resumes work in 

a location where paleontological remains 

have been discovered and cleared, CAL FIRE 

will have a paleontologist onsite to observe 

any continuing excavation to confirm that 

no additional paleontological resources are 

in the area. Any fossil materials uncovered 

during mitigation activities should be 

Actions: 

Implement operator training. 

Notify DGS/RESD in the event 

of a discovery. 

Suspend work in the area of 

discovery. 

Notify Qualified 

Archaeologist.  

Implement appropriate 

treatment of found materials.  

Timing: 

Prior to ground-disturbing 

activities and ongoing as 

needed 

Project 

Paleontologist, 

Equipment 

Operators 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

DGS/RESD 

 

Initials 

 

Date 
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Mitigation Measure 

Implementation Actions 

and Timing 

Implementation 

Responsibility 

Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 

Verification 

Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

deposited in an accredited and permanent 

scientific institution for the benefit of 

current and future generations. 

TCR-1: Implement Measures to Protect 

Unanticipated Tribal Cultural Resources 

Discoveries. If subsurface deposits believed to 

be cultural or human in origin are discovered 

during construction, all work must halt within 

100 feet of the discovery. The construction 

foreman will notify RESD and CAL FIRE, which 

shall notify culturally affiliated tribe(s) and a 

qualified professional archaeologist. The 

responding tribe(s) will be afforded a 

reasonable opportunity to visit the discovery 

location to determine whether or not it is a 

tribal cultural resource. The following actions 

shall apply, depending on the nature of the 

find: 

 If the culturally affiliated tribe(s) determines 

that the find does not represent a tribal 

cultural resource, and the qualified 

professional archaeologist determines that 

the find does not represent a potential 

Actions: 

Implement unanticipated 

discoveries protocol 

Timing: 

Ongoing and as needed 

during construction activities 

Project 

Archaeologist 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

DGS/RESD 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

CRHR, County 

Medical 

Examiner, 

NAHC 
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Implementation Actions 
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Responsibility 

for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
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Agency 

Coordination 
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historical resource, and CAL FIRE concurs, 

then work may resume immediately, and no 

further action is required. 

 If the culturally affiliated or consulting 

tribe(s) determines that the find does 

represent a tribal cultural resource, as 

defined in PRC Section 21074(a) though (c) 

of the CEQA Guidelines,  RESD and CAL 

FIRE shall consult with the tribe on 

appropriate treatment measures. Work may 

not resume within the no-work radius until 

RESD and CAL FIRE, through consultation 

as appropriate, determines that the 

treatment measures have been completed 

to their satisfaction. 

 If the find includes human remains, or 

remains that are potentially human, the 

construction supervisor shall ensure 

reasonable protection measures are taken 

to protect the discovery from disturbance 

(Assembly Bill [AB] 2641) and shall 

immediately notify RESD, CAL FIRE, and the 

San Bernardino County Coroner (per § 

7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code). The 
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for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
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Agency 
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provisions of § 7050.5 of the California 

Health and Safety Code, § 5097.98 of the 

California PRC, and AB 2641 will be 

implemented. If the Coroner determines 

the remains are Native American and not 

the result of a crime scene, the Coroner will 

notify the NAHC within 24 hours. The 

NAHC will designate a Native American 

Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for the 

discovery (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). The 

designated MLD will have 48 hours from 

the time access to the property is granted 

to make recommendations concerning 

treatment of the remains. If the landowner 

does not agree with the recommendations 

of the MLD, the NAHC can mediate (§ 

5097.94 of the PRC). If no agreement is 

reached, the landowner must rebury the 

remains where they will not be further 

disturbed (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). This will 

also include either recording the site with 

the NAHC or the appropriate Information 

Center; using an open space or 

conservation zoning designation or 

easement; or recording a reinternment 
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for Oversight of 
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document with San Bernardino County (AB 

2641). Work may not resume within the no-

work radius until RESD and/or CAL FIRE, 

through consultation as appropriate, 

determines that the treatment measures 

have been completed to its satisfaction 

 

To be signed when all mitigation measures have been completed: 

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

Signature 

 

Printed Name 

Date 
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